8 P VINAYAKA MISSION'S .
_\.'_-‘;;rs./__ RESEARCH FOUNDATION ~ Mieex VMLS

(Deemed to be University under section 3 of the UGC Act 1956) VINAYAKA MISSION'S LAW SCHOOL

FUNDAMENTUM

Law. Learning. Leadership. e &
R
‘ Issue No. 11| April - May, 2026 ‘ y:’ g‘t |

~ A CONSTITUENT COLLEGE OF VINAYAKA MISSION’S RESEARCH FOUNDATION, CHENNAI CAMPUS S

VINAY AKA MISSIONS
LAW SCHOOL

GloaA
Jindal Global Law School
India’s First Global Law School



Monthly
Newsletter

ISSUE #11 | APRIL - MAY - 2026

VMLS

April - May 2026 +

Highlights from April - May 2026

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) continues to advance its vision of delivering a future-
oriented legal education that integrates academic rigour with global exposure, interdisciplinary
learning, and meaningful community engagement. This edition of the newsletter reflects the
institution's dynamic academic environment, where legal education extends beyond classrooms
into real-world engagement, research excellence, and societal impact.

The period witnessed a series of intellectually enriching academic engagements, Specialization in
Maritime law , Taxation law, litigation, mediation and research publications as well as cultural
activities including the law school premier league(LSPL). These sessions, led by distinguished
scholars and practitioners, enabled students to critically engage with evolving legal frameworks
and contemporary global challenges. Complementing these academic initiatives are impactful
outreach programmes and institutional collaborations, including MoUs and community-driven
initiatives, reinforcing VMLS's commitment to access to justice and social responsibility.

The edition also celebrates notable achievements of faculty and students across national and
international platforms—ranging from research presentations at global conferences and scholarly
publications to recognitions in academic and extracurricular domains. These accomplishments
reflect a culture of excellence, curiosity, and intellectual engagement nurtured at VMLS.

Through a blend of academic innovation, professional exposure, and community engagement,
VMLS continues to shape legal professionals who are not only competent and future-ready but
also socially conscious and globally aware. This edition captures the spirit of a vibrant institution
committed to knowledge, innovation, and the pursuit of justice.

Editorial
MCC

In this newsletter
you can expect:

LEXORA 2026

VMLS Fest 2026

Top Scopus Publishing Faculty

VMLS Open Day 2026

Article Writing Masterclass

VMRF Leadership Conclave 2026

Faculty Leadership Achievement

Student Research Publication
Achievement

Intra Mediation Competition 2026

Faculty Research Publication
Achievement (Oxford Human
Rights Hub)

International Day for Women in
Maritime 2026

Faculty Research Publication
Achievement (IEEE)




ISSUE #11 | APRIL - MAY - 2026

LEXORA 2026

7" May 2026 | Online Session| Guest Lecture

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) successfully organised LEXORA 2026, its annual cultural fest, bringing together
students and faculty members in a vibrant celebration of talent, creativity, teamwork, and campus engagement. The event
featured a wide range of competitions and activities, including Open Mic, Live Canvas Painting, Photography, Reel-Making,

Short Film, Performing Arts, Treasure Hunt, Rangoli, Mehendi, Poster Making, E-Sports, and the final round of the Debate
~CeLEBRATI Competition, providing participants with opportunities to showcase their diverse talents and skills. The programme was
el graced by Dr. D. Sathyakumar, a distinguished academic leader in Physical Education and Sports Sciences, as Chief Guest,
] and Mr. Akshay Rajan Sounderrajan, Director, Roy Leather Exports, Chennai, as Guest of Honour. A highlight of the

celebration was the Student Recognition Awards, which acknowledged students for their outstanding contributions and
achievements within the institution. Faculty engagement activities and prize distribution ceremonies further added to the
spirit of celebration and community participation. LEXORA 2026 reflected VMLS's commitment to holistic education by
fostering creativity, leadership, collaboration, and a vibrant campus culture beyond the classroom.

VMLS Fest 2026
May 2026 | VMLS Campus, Chennai

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) successfully celebrated VMLS Fest 2026 as part of LEXORA 2026, bringing
together students, faculty members, and guests for an evening of cultural expression, entertainment, and community
engagement. The event featured a variety of student-led activities, including stage performances, interactive stalls,
and cultural showcases that highlighted the creativity and enthusiasm of the VMLS community. The programme was
graced by Mr. Adams, renowned media personality, filmmaker, and entrepreneur, whose interaction with students
offered valuable insights and inspiration. Musical performances by the bands “EQ" and “Eclipse” emerged as key
attractions of the evening, creating a lively atmosphere and encouraging active participation. The celebrations also
featured solo and group performances that showcased the diverse talents of students across disciplines, culminating
in an energetic DJ session. The successful conduct of the event reflected VMLS's commitment to fostering creativity,
student engagement, and a vibrant campus culture that complements academic excellence and holistic
development.

Article Writing Masterclass | MOU

May 2026 | Surana & Surana International Attorneys

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS), as part of its ongoing collaboration with Surana & Surana International
Attorneys under the Memorandum of Understanding signed in 2024, conducted an Article Writing Masterclass for the
firm's associates. Led by Prof. Siddharth Raja, Executive Dean, and Prof. Nabeela Siddiqui, Assistant Professor, the
programme was delivered over two consecutive Saturdays through three intensive sessions totaling nine hours. The
masterclass focused on strengthening legal research, analytical reasoning, and professional writing skills, highlighting
their importance in contemporary legal practice. Participants engaged with structured approaches to research-based
writing and explored the role of legal scholarship in shaping professional credibility and legal discourse. The initiative
served as a valuable platform for bridging academic expertise with professional development and reflects the success
of the VMLS-Surana & Surana partnership in fostering continuous learning and industry engagement within the legal
profession.

VMRF Leadership Conclave 2026

7-8 May 2026 | VMRF (DU)

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) is pleased to share that Mr. Siddharth Raja, Executive Dean, participated in
the VMRF Leadership Conclave 2026 organised by Vinayaka Mission's Research Foundation (Deemed to be
University). Centred on the theme ‘“Institutional Competitiveness, Al & Performance in Higher Education,” the
conclave brought together academic leaders and administrators to discuss emerging trends shaping higher
education. The sessions explored key areas including artificial intelligence in academia, digital transformation,
research innovation, leadership effectiveness, performance management, and strategies for enhancing institutional
competitiveness through accreditation, rankings, and branding. Discussions also highlighted the importance of data-
driven decision-making and the integration of technology-enabled practices in academic administration. The
Executive Dean's participation provided valuable insights into contemporary developments in higher education
leadership and reflects VMLS's commitment to academic excellence, institutional innovation, and future-ready legal
education.

VMLS Open Day 2026

23 May 2026 | VMLS Campus, Chennai

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) successfully hosted VMLS Open Day 2026, welcoming aspiring law
students for an engaging introduction to legal education and the diverse opportunities within the legal
profession. The event provided participants with valuable insights into academic programmes, career
pathways, and the evolving landscape of legal practice through interactive sessions and meaningful
discussions. The programme was graced by Mr. Arun Kumar R.L., Advocate and Vice President of the Madras
High Court Advocates Association and Universal Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Advocates Association, who shared his
perspectives on the legal profession and encouraged students to pursue their aspirations with confidence. Mr.
Siddharth Raja, Executive Dean, delivered an inspiring address highlighting the significance of legal education
in shaping future professionals. The initiative reflected VMLS's commitment to student engagement, informed
career exploration, and nurturing the next generation of legal professionals.
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Guest Lecture | International Day for Women in Maritime 2026

18 May 2026 | VMLS Campus, Chennai

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS), under the Centre for Maritime Law (CML), organised a guest lecture in
observance of the International Day for Women in Maritime 2026. The session, titled “Policy and Technical Issues
Concerning Women Seafarers,” was delivered by Ms. Rehana Dhawade, Maritime Legal Consultant, Directorate
General of Shipping, Government of India. The lecture provided valuable insights into the role of women in the
maritime sector, international legal frameworks, India's maritime policy initiatives, and institutional mechanisms aimed
at ensuring safety and inclusion. Participants also gained an understanding of recent developments in maritime law,
grievance redressal mechanisms for women seafarers, and emerging opportunities in maritime governance and
leadership. The session encouraged meaningful discussions on gender representation within the maritime industry and
reflected VMLS's commitment to interdisciplinary legal education, policy engagement, and awareness of
contemporary global issues.

Intra Mediation Competition 2026

May 2026 | VMLS Campus

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) successfully conducted the inaugural edition of its Intra Mediation
Competition as part of the annual law fest, providing students with a practical platform to develop alternative
dispute resolution skills. The competition featured participation from over 40 students and adopted a
distinctive bilingual blind mediation format designed to simulate real-world dispute resolution scenarios.
Participants engaged in rounds involving family, property, and investment disputes, demonstrating negotiation,
communication, and problem-solving abilities in a professional setting. Organised by the ADR Club under the
guidance of Prof. Srinivas Raman, the event encouraged experiential learning and showcased the importance
of mediation as an effective dispute resolution mechanism. The competition reflected VMLS's commitment to
practice-oriented legal education and strengthening student competence in emerging areas of dispute
resolution while fostering leadership, collaboration, and professional excellence.

Top Scopus Publishing Faculty

May 2026 | Faculty Achievement MEET OUR

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) proudly recognises the outstanding research contributions of its faculty Top Scopus Publishing Faculty*
members whose scholarly work continues to strengthen the institution's academic reputation. The institution is e

pleased to acknowledge Dr. Gnana Sanga Mithra S, Associate Dean - Research (Interdisciplinary), with 14 Scopus- 4 Scopus i £ L
indexed publications; Prof. Hartej Singh Kochher, Assistant Professor with 8 Scopus-indexed publications and Prof. O caner e
Edhaya Chandran, Assistant Dean - Outreach & Communications, with 3 Scopus-indexed publications. Their
consistent engagement with research, publication, and academic discourse reflects a strong commitment to
knowledge creation and interdisciplinary scholarship. These achievements not only highlight individual academic
excellence but also contribute to fostering a vibrant research culture at VMLS. The accomplishment reinforces the
institution's commitment to promoting impactful research, intellectual inquiry, and meaningful contributions to
contemporary legal and interdisciplinary scholarship.

Faculty Leadership Achievement

May 2026 | VMRF (DU)

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) proudly congratulates Dr. Sangamithra on successfully completing the
EPALM Leadership Programme at Vinayaka Mission's Research Foundation (Deemed to be University) with
distinction. The programme offered comprehensive training in key areas including leadership development, mind
mastery, cyber security, artificial intelligence tools, stakeholder management, and financial management. Through a
series of interactive sessions and practical learning experiences, participants enhanced their leadership capabilities,
strategic thinking, and professional effectiveness. The programme also encouraged greater self-awareness and a
deeper understanding of the responsibilities associated with academic leadership. Dr. Sangamithra's achievement
reflects her commitment to continuous learning and professional growth. VMLS takes pride in celebrating the
accomplishments of its faculty members and remains committed to fostering leadership excellence, academic
development, and lifelong learning within the institution.

Faculty Research Publication Achievement

May 2026 | Oxford Human Rights Hub

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) proudly shares the scholarly achievement of Dr. Najeed Naved Siddiqui
and Dr. Shabin O.S., Assistant Professors of Law, whose article has been published by the Oxford Human Rights
Hub (OHRH), Faculty of Law, University of Oxford. Titled “The 'Saha’ Guidelines: India's Mental Health Leap as a
Constitutional Right," the article offers a critical analysis of the Supreme Court's landmark recognition of mental
health as a constitutional right and examines its implications for human rights and constitutional jurisprudence

in India. This publication reflects the faculty members’ commitment to impactful legal research and VMLS i prou 10 sk (ha i foculy members Dr. Najoed Naved Sidcicus

. . . . . . . . . and Dr. Shabin © 5. Assistant Professors of Law, have been published by the
engagement with contemporary socio-legal issues. Their achievement contributes meaningfully to international sedpnleallondb bolipar bl it
legal scholarship and reinforces VMLS's emphasis on research excellence, academic inquiry, and thought el e e e e i)

academic excelience and critical engagement with contemparary human rights
lovel

leadership in emerging areas of law and justice.
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W Rk Faculty Research Publication Achievement

May 2026 | IEEE Publication

Lengratlations !

- Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) proudly congratulates Ms. Aarthy Jonathan Kennedy, Assistant Dean -
Partnerships & Student Engagement, on the publication and conference presentation of her research article titled
“Bridging Language Barriers in Education with Statistical Machine Translation." Published by IEEE and presented at the
International Conference on Al-Driven STEM Education and Learning Technologies (AISTEMEDU) 2025, the study
examines the potential of Statistical Machine Translation in addressing linguistic barriers within educational settings.
The research highlights the role of artificial intelligence and technology in promoting accessible, inclusive, and
effective learning environments. This accomplishment reflects a strong commitment to interdisciplinary scholarship
and innovation at the intersection of technology and education. The achievement further reinforces VMLS's emphasis
on research excellence, academic engagement, and meaningful contributions to emerging fields of study with global
relevance.
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Digital Campanies Bam From india Without Fair Tax Liability

Student Research Publication Achievement

May 2026 | TaxGuru

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) proudly shares the academic achievement of Rajagopal, Il Year
LL.B., who has successfully published an article titled "Digital Companies Earn From India Without Fair Tax
Liability" on the reputed legal and taxation platform, TaxGuru. The article examines the evolving challenges
of taxing digital enterprises that generate significant revenue from India while operating beyond traditional
taxation frameworks. Through a critical analysis of contemporary tax law and the digital economy, the
publication reflects strong research aptitude, analytical thinking, and engagement with emerging legal
issues. This accomplishment highlights the active participation of VMLS students in scholarly research and
academic writing, contributing meaningfully to contemporary legal discourse. The achievement also
reflects the institution's commitment to fostering a vibrant research culture and encouraging students to
pursue excellence in legal scholarship and intellectual inquiry.
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In Dubio Pro Reo

LEGAL MAXIM

QuIT(neiT : (GHOmeumerfl ereotm) HlemLNEHLILIGHID 6UEDT 6THS (T LO65{1S([HLD
EoooppaGy — @bs FHE Qsmermsuldt aeGar Qb5
QBMIGILTLAUN @) (HSSEIMS!.

@6t HILNCWT yGym fCWIT eTesTMMeY, @(H (GHDOMFFTLIg6V HILITWILOTEET
FHGHHWD  TWLGUTEHI  BS — FHCHHSHET  LWeT  (GMHMLD
FrlLUUlLeu(hE6ss Cay GeustT(hld eTeTLIS).

Meaning
In dubio pro reo means that whenever there is reasonable doubt about an
accused person's guilt, the benefit of that doubt must be given to the
accused.

»  The prosecution must prove the accused is guilty.

e - The accused does not need to prove innocence.

o If the evidence equally supports both guilt and innocence, the court

h58 & meiTem s U6t 9)LgLILIERL 61T
must choose the interpretation that benefits the accused. 855 -

GOPHH HebisGn Uiy aurd SrUfeTBoLLUS. GSDDD
FriLuulLeuy s Hyurmdssemenwenwl HlemNeEs Coussorigiblevensv.
FrLAlLRmSST  (GODSMSWL  BHlrugrdHsseremwenwwn  CFjHs)
SLHLCUTE. GOOWL FTLLUULLOI(HEE SFTHHEWLTeT eNeTsHssemnsGWw
o Aperson is charged with theft. The prosecution proves that the accused BHostod  gnes CeuaTEL. GHmelwed &lLb Gsefleubmsns
was near the crime scene, but the stolen property is not found with @ ms&ELeUTg, Waa|b EevEeurear eameEssmastu  LweaTUbhSS
them. The defense shows that another person with a similar appearance ® GeuesoT(HILD.
was also present in the area.
¢ Since there are two possible explanations and the guilt is not proved
beyond reasonable doubt, the court must give the benefit of doubt to
the accused and acquit them.

Example

HEVIL(LPEMD 2 5 TIJETITLD:

HMLB 6upsSHleL Heul GO FTLLULGKIEDT. eurdh STLL| S6uf
GDHOL BLHS GLES QBHSMS HIEHUSES NG — QevTTed S(HLULLL
Qummet  oeurflLLd HlemLss6606m60. R55 G mmm(LpsiTer
LOPTHUBL ABS GLefled QOBHSTT earm  uTSTL @\
aNeT&EEMISEHL  FTHHWD. FHEHHSHME  HUUTL (GO
BlepNssiuLTs  Hlensoulley BHweTmbd (GHOWL  SFTLLULLLOIHESES,

Legal Recognition

This principle is recognized worldwide and is linked to the presumption of
innocence. It is reflected in:

e - Article 11 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

o International criminal tribunals

¢ - Criminal laws and procedures of many countries

Importance
o - Protects innocent people from wrongful conviction.
o - Ensures fairness in criminal trials.
¢ - Strengthens the presumption of innocence.
¢ Upholds justice and the rule of law.

FHhCHHHH60T LiLIen st 6uLpmiIgS) af (Hgemev GlFuiw Geuesor(HlLd.

FLLFSlwmest Qraifsmiyib:

Qs CamaTns 2 eusemmalll  HRESTID  Cubms. m&sSw
wrh&efler weslle 2 NenwssT KNrsLaTESetT 11-6ug Nifley (Article 11,
Universal Declaration of Human Rights), #6uGse& &mmelwtsv SFLILmUBISST,
L6V B (hssflest GHmeNwiey FLLMISET eTeTLIssTaUMMIE) @\hS5E Cl&TeTend
Nr&lueS&ELms!.

WeH WS GHIaID

SeUMTesT SevoTLen6TuNe (HbgI BIFLTTHIWTeT eslSTaHen6T STaHSMmE!.
GHmewev eNgrrenswTuisv EHlenw 2 MHCFIH DS

BTUr TS 865TenOUN6T HEBILOTETEHENS UVILILI(HSSHISMS!.
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