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Highlights from

August - September 2026

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) continues to advance its vision of delivering a
future-oriented legal education that integrates academic rigour with global exposure,
interdisciplinary learning, and meaningful community engagement. This edition of the
newsletter reflects the institution's dynamic academic environment, where legal
education extends beyond classrooms into real-world engagement, research excellence,
and societal impact.

The period witnessed a series of intellectually enriching academic engagements,
Specialization in Maritime law , Taxation law, litigation, mediation and research
publications as well as cultural activities including the law school premier league(LSPL).
These sessions, led by distinguished scholars and practitioners, enabled students to
critically engage with evolving legal frameworks and contemporary global challenges.
Complementing these academic initiatives are impactful outreach programmes and
institutional collaborations, including MoUs and community-driven initiatives, reinforcing
VMLS's commitment to access to justice and social responsibility.

The edition also celebrates notable achievements of faculty and students across national
and international platforms—ranging from research presentations at global conferences
and scholarly publications to recognitions in academic and extracurricular domains.
These accomplishments reflect a culture of excellence, curiosity, and intellectual
engagement nurtured at VMLS.

Through a blend of academic innovation, professional exposure, and community
engagement, VMLS continues to shape legal professionals who are not only competent
and future-ready but also socially conscious and globally aware. This edition captures the
spirit of a vibrant institution committed to knowledge, innovation, and the pursuit of
justice.

Editorial
MCC

In this newsletter you can expect:

Student Achievement - International Day of
Democracy

Faculty Research Publication - Book Chapter

Faculty-Student Research Publication - Deepfakes
and Digital Rights

Student Achievement - National Legal Drafting
Competition

Student Achievement - Best Research Paper
Award

Masterclass on Understanding Mediation
Faculty Achievement - Research Prizes 2025
Author's Talk - Arbitration and Conciliation

Inaugural Ceremony - LL.B. (Hons.) and LL.M. Batch
2026

Academic Engagement at Cunnan Auditorium

Legal Research Methodology Lecture
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Inaugural Ceremony - LL.B. (Hons.) and LLM.
Programmes, Batch 2026
26 September 2026 | Indoor Auditorium, TVR Block, VMCC, Chennai

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) inaugurated the LL.B. (Hons.) and LLM. programmes
for the Batch of 2026 on 26 September 2026 at the Indoor Auditorium, TVR Block, VMCC,
Chennai. The ceremony commenced with the Tamil Thai Vazhthu and the lighting of the
ceremonial lamp, followed by the ceremonial welcome and felicitation. Prof. Winfred
Chelliah, Professor of Practice, VMLS, delivered the Welcome Address, followed by the
Presidential Address by Dr. Anuradha Ganesan, Vice President, VMRF-DU, who highlighted
the interdisciplinary nature of law, drawing on Nelson Mandela's legal journey and the
growing relevance of law in artificial intelligence and technology. Mrs. Priya Kannan,
Advocate, Madras High Court and Legal Consultant, delivered the Special Address, sharing
insights from her nearly two decades in the legal profession. She discussed the evolving
legal landscape, emerging technologies, social justice and the principles associated with
Thanthai Periyar and Justice V.R. Krishna lyer. Prof. Siddharth Raja, Executive Dean, VMLS,
presented the institution’s key highlights and academic environment.

The successful coordination of the admissions process and the inauguration was led by Ms. Merlin Stephen , Deputy director of the Admissions Team,
whose dedicated efforts played a key role in driving the admissions process and welcoming the new cohort. The programme also featured the unveiling of
VMLS and alumni reflections by Mr. S. Balaji, University Rank Holder from the first batch, under the theme A Journey of Excellence. Dr. Fowmina, Associate
Dean - Student Affairs, delivered the Thanksgiving Address, followed by the National Anthem, student enrolment and lunch. Held under the benevolence of
Dr. A. S. Ganesan, Chancellor, VMRF-DU, the ceremony marked the beginning of a new academic chapter, reaffirming VMLS's commitment to future-
oriented legal education and preparing students to engage with the evolving relationship between law, technology and society.

Academic Engagement at Cunnan Auditorium

17 September 2026 | Cunnan Auditorium

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) was represented by Prof. Dr. M. Muthuvel,
Director and Professor, Centre for Global Legal Tamil, who attended an event at
Cunnan Auditorium as the Chief Guest on 17 September 2026. His presence brought
valuable academic perspectives to the occasion and provided participants with an
opportunity to interact with an accomplished academician. The engagement
encouraged dialogue and knowledge sharing, highlighting the importance of
connecting academic thought with legal education and the evolving role of law in
society. The occasion reflected VMLS's continued commitment to meaningful
academic engagement and the exchange of ideas beyond the classroom, contributing
to a broader culture of learning and intellectual development.

Legal Research Methodology Lecture

15 September 2026 | Central University of Tamil Nadu

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) congratulates Dr. Nabeela Siddiqui, Assistant
Professor, on delivering a Special Lecture titled “Legal Research Methodology - From
Ideation to Publication”, organised by the Department of Law, School of Legal Studies,
Central University of Tamil Nadu. The session, conducted for faculty members and
research scholars, explored key stages of legal research, including ideation, research
design, methodology, academic writing, and scholarly publication. The lecture
provided valuable insights into the research process, from conceptualisation to
publication, emphasising the importance of a structured and rigorous approach to legal
scholarship. Dr. Nabeela Siddiqui's academic engagement reflects VMLS's
commitment to strengthening research culture, promoting scholarly exchange, and
advancing excellence in legal education and research.




issue #14 | AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2026 _,

Student Achievement - International Day of
Democracy 2026

September 2026 | Venue: High Court,Chennai

3 Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) congratulates its students on their
ﬁﬁ achievements in the speech competition organised as part of the International Day of

)\ Democracy 2026 celebrations. Rajagopal, third-year LL.B. (Hons.), secured first place in
the Tamil speech category, while Jestifa Raj, third-year BBA. LLB. (Hons), secured
second runner-up. In the English speech category, Vigneswaran, second-year LLB.
(Hons), was recognised as first runner-up. Their accomplishments reflect their
confidence, eloquence, and ability to articulate ideas effectively. The achievement
highlights VMLS's commitment to nurturing public-speaking skills, critical thinking, and
democratic awareness among future legal professionals.
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WINNER I ;:’ B.B.A LLB (Hons) V}S’::’fﬂmlsﬁ)”
in Tamil Speech 2nd RUNNER UP = e
in Tamil Speech Ist RUNNER UP
in English Speech

Faculty Research Publication — Book Chapter

September 2026 | Publisher: Routledge, Taylor & Francis

Faculty
Achievement

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) congratulates Mr Shubham Shukla, Assistant
Dean - PG Academics, on the publication of his book chapter, “The Ethics of Predictive
Policing: Analyzing Privacy Concerns and the Social Systemic Bias," in Emerging
Technology and the Law: Bridging the Gap Between Innovation and Regulation,

Book Chapter Titled

“The Ethics of Predictive Policing: Analyzing
Privacy Concerns and.the S¢ial Systemic Bias”

Publised in Book
“Emerging Technology and the Law: Bridging

the Gap Between Innovation and Regulation”

published by Routledge, Taylor & Francis. Co-authored with Shobhitabh Srivastava and
Kunal Rohira, the chapter examines privacy, surveillance, algorithmic bias, and the
implications of predictive policing for fundamental rights under Articles 14 and 21 of the
Indian Constitution. Indexed in Scopus, the publication contributes to contemporary
legal scholarship on artificial intelligence, emerging technologies, ethics, and human
rights, reflecting VMLS's commitment to academic research and excellence.

Scopus Indexed

Prof. Shubham Shukla

Assistant Professor

Faculty-Student Research Publication -
Deepfakes and Digital Rights

- oo e .
August 2026 | Journal: International Journal of Current Science, Volume 16, Issue 3

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) congratulates Dr Aarthy Jonathan Kennedy,
Assistant Dean - Partnerships & Student Engagement, and Ms Vinmalar Sankar,
second-year LLB. (Hons), on the publication of their research paper, “Deepfakes and
Digital Silencing on Women," in the International Journal of Current Science, Volume 16,
Issue 3, August 2026. The paper examines the impact of deepfake technologies on
women, focusing on online silencing, dignity, and emerging concerns surrounding

Ms. Vinmalar shankar Dr. Aarthy Jonathan

Assistant Dean - Partnerships

I Year LL.B.(Hons.) & Student Engagement

gender and digital rights. This faculty-student research collaboration reflects VMLS's
commitment to interdisciplinary scholarship, collaborative learning, and meaningful
academic engagement. The publication contributes to ongoing discussions on the

legal and social implications of emerging digital technologies.

Student Achievement - National Legal
Drafting Competition

September 2026 | Organiser: The Erode College of Law

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) congratulates Ms Aruvi Akira R, second-year
LLB. (Hons), on her achievement in Verbalegis Il - 2nd Edition National Legal Drafting
Competition, organised by The Erode College of Law. Centred on transgender justice,
the competition recognised her legal draft among the top ten submissions received
nationally. Her submission has also qualified for publication in the Sai Sindhu
International Journal. This achievement reflects her commitment to legal research,
analytical thinking, and effective legal drafting. The recognition highlights VMLS's
efforts to encourage student scholarship and engagement with contemporary issues of
Jjustice, equality, and human rights.

Ms. Aruvi ARira R

Il year LL.B. (Hons.)




Student Achievement -
Best Research Paper Award

4 September 2026 | Venue: Saveetha School of Law

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) congratulates Cressida Leya Jocelyn, second-
year B.Com. LL.B. (Hons)), and Samiksha Vidyarthi, second-year BBA. LLB. (Hons), on
receiving the Best Research Paper award at the International Conference on *Media,
Mental Health and Responsible Journalism: Promoting Ethical Communication for
Psychological Well-Being", organised by Saveetha School of Law. Their paper, ‘Media
Law, Freedom of Expression and Responsible Communication: A Study of Online
Defamation under Section 356 BNS,"” examines online defamation, freedom of
expression, and responsible communication in the digital environment. This recognition
reflects their commitment to legal research and highlights VMLS's efforts to foster
scholarly engagement with contemporary legal issues.

Masterclass on Understanding Mediation

September 2026 | Venue: VMLS Campus

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) hosted Ms Chitra Narayan, lawyer, mediator,
arbitrator, accredited mediator with TNMCC (Madras High Court), and Founding Partner
of the Foundation for Comprehensive Dispute Resolution, Chennai, for a masterclass on
“Understanding Mediation.” The session introduced students to practical approaches to
conflict resolution through the Thomas-Kilmann Conflict Mode Instrument, principled
negotiation, and an interactive walkthrough of the mediation process. The experiential
learning activities helped students understand different conflict management styles
and the role of communication in resolving disputes constructively. The masterclass
strengthened students' practical understanding of mediation as an essential alternative
dispute resolution mechanism and its relevance to contemporary legal practice.

Faculty Achievement - Research Prizes 2025

30 September 2026 | Venue: Annapoorna Auditorium, VMKV Medical College & Hospitals, Salem

Faculty

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) congratulates Dr S. Gnana Sanga Mithra, Aéhlﬁ/@m Qnt
Associate Dean - Research (Interdisciplinary), on receiving the Research Prizes - 2025, _
comprising a cash prize and a Certificate of Appreciation. She was recognised for Congratulations to 7. § Gnana Sanga Mithra,
having the highest number of indexed Q1 and Q2 publications as first author among e -
female faculty across the 25 institutions of Vinayaka Mission's Research Foundation vorkeo e hiohes: mpsriofitened o2
and Q2 publications as First Author among

(VMRF) during the calendar year 2025. The award was presented during University female faculty across the 25 institutions of

. - VMRF. The award, comprising a Cash Prize
Research Day 2026 on 30 September 2026. This recognition celebrates her scholarly and Certificate of Appreciation.

contributions and reflects VMLS's commitment to strengthening interdisciplinary
research and fostering a culture of academic excellence.

Author’s Talk — Arbitration and Conciliation
September 2026 | Venue: VMLS Library

Vinayaka Mission's Law School (VMLS) Library hosted an Author's Talk featuring Adv.
Navod Prasannan on his book, A Practitioner's Casebook on the Arbitration and
Conciliation Act, 1996. Moderated by Mr Siddharth Raja, Executive Dean, VMLS, and
Prof. (Dr) Hartej Singh, the session brought together students and faculty for an
engaging discussion connecting legal theory with courtroom practice. The author
shared practical insights into arbitration frameworks, procedural strategies, and the
application of case law in real-world disputes. The interactive session enriched
participants’ understanding of alternative dispute resolution and highlighted the
importance of practitioner perspectives in legal education.




T LEGAL MAXIM

Res ipsa loquitur

Res ipsa loquitur is a legal doctrine meaning "the thing speaks for itself." It
allows a court to infer negligence based purely on the nature of an
accident, even without direct proof of how it happened.

L .
When an accident
Res ipsa loquitur
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the fact itself suggests
that negligence has
probably occurred.
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A surgeon leaves a sponge inside a patient during surgery. Because
sponges do not end up inside people without carelessness, the injury
itself proves negligence.

Legal Recognition

+ Origin: Established in the 1863 English case Byrne v. Boadle

. where a barrel of flour fell from a warehouse window onto a
pedestrian.

+ Global Status: Universally recognized in common law systems
(including the US, UK, and India) as a standard rule of circumstantial
evidence.

Importance

« Protects the Victim: It helps plaintiffs who cannot prove exactly what
happened because they were unconscious (eg., medical
malpractice) or lacked access to the evidence.

+ Shifts the Burden: Once applied, the defendant must prove they
were not negligent to avoid liability.

+ Enforces Accountability: It forces companies and professionals in
exclusive control of dangerous items to maintain strict safety
standards.

Res ipsa loquitur etetTLIg| 6u&esT GomMAlulley "afNleagwGL Sestemertil LM
CuEEIMGI" sTetTm| ClUMmHETUGHID. @ e9USHS| eTeueurm) Hl&LPHSHS! 6TerTm
Gy FTeTMISET @evevmalllLmenibd, efusHleT HetTenwenw LHGW
SigliuenLwnss — Casmesth  BEHIeTMD  HLFWSmE — omHlEs
SIS &G FLLE Camiumb) @geum@Lb.

QuALenm GevnsedlLmy

“aflaguid sremmaGes CUESIDG”

aidumE
uweuBsouBHng?

oo duby ghucLn,
Sk, Gpqpuwna wni
anpam assuy Spefians
Qe L ngu, Sabs
Moy powrnada

Al munsnm) G pufies
seuprés aparnaidOng
e s@s0LES Cungy

i Basiwa vuin Gl oy

rm =
2_gmyemi: 4 i
B0 S ke Upsse oal geomild diapssn,
igs, wnpnesg Gpppuna b unidacideme aEmIgEb, oy nftz;ucs
s gy apid Bodiy adup sneesta — ':';l‘:‘;-; c;at-
seufice sl duges mldfng. S - =ef

6T(H5SHIHSHML(H

RMH  Smemen  HHFeng  wmHSHIUT  WUCTagesflsT  GuTE)
Grmumeflufesr 2 Lew&EsT @M  SLMOHUEHmE el (HleNCLmy.
HLOLEHEFSET  SLFWD  @eveumoey  Weslle 2 LeIs&6T
GaeuSHlevEn6L 6TETLISTEY, BTILIGL SV FWGHenS HleHLNSSIMG .

FLLFSHWIMesT SIS miyLd

GamMHMLD: 1863 D Y,66oT(H YhISl6V 6ULpESHTETT Byrme v. Boadle-@\6v
Bimieuliul L gl @bs euULp&Hl6L @ SlLmfler FetTerTedled(Hba Te|
Shumid @ eufllGurssifler g eNwhag. 2 susermalw Hlemev:
S wlesET, @ridleunhg LOMID @BHwT 2 LuL Curg &l
SiemwliLsefley  @Lpblemey  gmesrmigseflsst  Hlemevwimesr  ef&lwims
2 eus6emallsd SmISSSSILL[HETemE.CHTHMID: 1863 b ,6tT(H
SBIEY 6UPSSTeT Byrne v. Boadle-@)6v HimieuliLIL LG @& euLp&sled
R HLmudler Feireredled)(Bhgl ey ILTL e audlliGUTEsIflesr
151 eN(WHS I 2 suseTTallwl Hlensv: HEI&EST, @mideomhg| LMHMID
@nHwm 2 LuL Qurg) Ll enwliLgsefley @ blensy &mettmigsefle
Blensuwimest eNHNLITS 2 6056TeNl60 IS S F&SILL(H6TETE).

(PSHHEWSGI6ILD

urglssluUlLelen] UTgIsTaHng! swbemerellphH (s (er.sm.,
WDHSSHIEU  HOLFWID)  HEV6VG| FTETMIHENET HEWSH @IS
Blensuuiley @(HHS UTHSHEHEE 2 HUSHMS. HIEHLIETT SrenLoemL
LrHMISMG: @bss GCamiumb QummbSw KNnE NyHeurdh Hmer
Sl  Geveney  aTeTUeng  Hlemllgs  sLenLILIHIEDTE.
QummiLesoTiened 2 MISOFLA S HLSSTeT ClUmHLesT6T g
WrsHews  sLEluumh  CasmesrL  HlmieusThigsT LMD
BIL|ESOTISH6M6T  SHetoTlglILImesT  LUTGISTUL  SrmgensT  UFmoifles
SLLTWLILGHSSHISDE.

800, G5y




VMLS

VINAYAKA MISSION'S LAW SCHOOL

Vinayaka Nagar, Rajiv Gandhi Salai (Old Mahabalipuram
Road), Paiyanoor, Chennai- 603104 Tamil Nadu, India

admissions@vmlis.edu.in
+9173582 01234

- www.vmls.edu.in



	FUNDAMENTUM
	Law. Learning. Leadership.
	Issue No. 14 | August – September, 2026
	A CONSTITUENT COLLEGE OF VINAYAKA MISSION’S RESEARCH FOUNDATION, CHENNAI CAMPUS

	VINAYAKA MISSION’S LAW SCHOOL
	Law School of the Future

	Vinayaka Mission’s Law School (VMLS) continues to advance its vision of delivering a future-oriented legal education that integrates academic rigour with global exposure, interdisciplinary learning, and meaningful community engagement. This edition of the newsletter reflects the institution’s dynamic academic environment, where legal education extends beyond classrooms into real-world engagement, research excellence, and societal impact.
	The period witnessed a series of intellectually enriching academic engagements, Specialization in Maritime law , Taxation law, litigation, mediation and research publications as well as cultural activities including the law school premier league(LSPL). These sessions, led by distinguished scholars and practitioners, enabled students to critically engage with evolving legal frameworks and contemporary global challenges. Complementing these academic initiatives are impactful outreach programmes and institutional collaborations, including MoUs and community-driven initiatives, reinforcing VMLS’s commitment to access to justice and social responsibility.
	The edition also celebrates notable achievements of faculty and students across national and international platforms—ranging from research presentations at global conferences and scholarly publications to recognitions in academic and extracurricular domains. These accomplishments reflect a culture of excellence, curiosity, and intellectual engagement nurtured at VMLS.

	issue #14 | AUGUST – SEPTEMBER 2026
	Inaugural Ceremony – LL.B. (Hons.) and LL.M. Programmes, Batch 2026
	Vinayaka Mission’s Law School (VMLS) inaugurated the LL.B. (Hons.) and LL.M. programmes for the Batch of 2026 on 26 September 2026 at the Indoor Auditorium, TVR Block, VMCC, Chennai. The ceremony commenced with the Tamil Thai Vazhthu and the lighting of the ceremonial lamp, followed by the ceremonial welcome and felicitation. Prof. Winfred Chelliah, Professor of Practice, VMLS, delivered the Welcome Address, followed by the Presidential Address by Dr. Anuradha Ganesan, Vice President, VMRF-DU, who highlighted the interdisciplinary nature of law, drawing on Nelson Mandela’s legal journey and the growing relevance of law in artificial intelligence and technology. Mrs. Priya Kannan, Advocate, Madras High Court and Legal Consultant, delivered the Special Address, sharing insights from her nearly two decades in the legal profession. She discussed the evolving legal landscape, emerging technologies, social justice and the principles associated with Thanthai Periyar and Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer. Prof. Siddharth Raja, Executive Dean, VMLS, presented the institution’s key highlights and academic environment.
	The successful coordination of the admissions process and the inauguration was led by Ms. Merlin Stephen , Deputy director of the Admissions Team, whose dedicated efforts played a key role in driving the admissions process and welcoming the new cohort. The programme also featured the unveiling of VMLS and alumni reflections by Mr. S. Balaji, University Rank Holder from the first batch, under the theme A Journey of Excellence. Dr. Fowmina, Associate Dean – Student Affairs, delivered the Thanksgiving Address, followed by the National Anthem, student enrolment and lunch. Held under the benevolence of Dr. A. S. Ganesan, Chancellor, VMRF-DU, the ceremony marked the beginning of a new academic chapter, reaffirming VMLS’s commitment to future-oriented legal education and preparing students to engage with the evolving relationship between law, technology and society.

	Academic Engagement at Cunnan Auditorium
	Vinayaka Mission’s Law School (VMLS) was represented by Prof. Dr. M. Muthuvel, Director and Professor, Centre for Global Legal Tamil, who attended an event at Cunnan Auditorium as the Chief Guest on 17 September 2026. His presence brought valuable academic perspectives to the occasion and provided participants with an opportunity to interact with an accomplished academician. The engagement encouraged dialogue and knowledge sharing, highlighting the importance of connecting academic thought with legal education and the evolving role of law in society. The occasion reflected VMLS’s continued commitment to meaningful academic engagement and the exchange of ideas beyond the classroom, contributing to a broader culture of learning and intellectual development.

	Legal Research Methodology Lecture
	Vinayaka Mission’s Law School (VMLS) congratulates Dr. Nabeela Siddiqui, Assistant Professor, on delivering a Special Lecture titled “Legal Research Methodology – From Ideation to Publication”, organised by the Department of Law, School of Legal Studies, Central University of Tamil Nadu. The session, conducted for faculty members and research scholars, explored key stages of legal research, including ideation, research design, methodology, academic writing, and scholarly publication. The lecture provided valuable insights into the research process, from conceptualisation to publication, emphasising the importance of a structured and rigorous approach to legal scholarship. Dr. Nabeela Siddiqui’s academic engagement reflects VMLS’s commitment to strengthening research culture, promoting scholarly exchange, and advancing excellence in legal education and research.

	issue #14 | AUGUST – SEPTEMBER 2026
	Student Achievement – International Day of Democracy 2026
	Vinayaka Mission’s Law School (VMLS) congratulates its students on their achievements in the speech competition organised as part of the International Day of Democracy 2026 celebrations. Rajagopal, third-year LL.B. (Hons.), secured first place in the Tamil speech category, while Jestifa Raj, third-year B.B.A. LL.B. (Hons.), secured second runner-up. In the English speech category, Vigneswaran, second-year LL.B. (Hons.), was recognised as first runner-up. Their accomplishments reflect their confidence, eloquence, and ability to articulate ideas effectively. The achievement highlights VMLS’s commitment to nurturing public-speaking skills, critical thinking, and democratic awareness among future legal professionals.

	Faculty Research Publication – Book Chapter
	Vinayaka Mission’s Law School (VMLS) congratulates Mr Shubham Shukla, Assistant Dean – PG Academics, on the publication of his book chapter, “The Ethics of Predictive Policing: Analyzing Privacy Concerns and the Social Systemic Bias,” in Emerging Technology and the Law: Bridging the Gap Between Innovation and Regulation, published by Routledge, Taylor & Francis. Co-authored with Shobhitabh Srivastava and Kunal Rohira, the chapter examines privacy, surveillance, algorithmic bias, and the implications of predictive policing for fundamental rights under Articles 14 and 21 of the Indian Constitution. Indexed in Scopus, the publication contributes to contemporary legal scholarship on artificial intelligence, emerging technologies, ethics, and human rights, reflecting VMLS’s commitment to academic research and excellence.

	Faculty–Student Research Publication – Deepfakes and Digital Rights
	Vinayaka Mission’s Law School (VMLS) congratulates Dr Aarthy Jonathan Kennedy, Assistant Dean – Partnerships & Student Engagement, and Ms Vinmalar Sankar, second-year LL.B. (Hons.), on the publication of their research paper, “Deepfakes and Digital Silencing on Women,” in the International Journal of Current Science, Volume 16, Issue 3, August 2026. The paper examines the impact of deepfake technologies on women, focusing on online silencing, dignity, and emerging concerns surrounding gender and digital rights. This faculty–student research collaboration reflects VMLS’s commitment to interdisciplinary scholarship, collaborative learning, and meaningful academic engagement. The publication contributes to ongoing discussions on the legal and social implications of emerging digital technologies.

	Student Achievement – National Legal Drafting Competition
	Vinayaka Mission’s Law School (VMLS) congratulates Ms Aruvi Akira R, second-year LL.B. (Hons.), on her achievement in Verbalegis II – 2nd Edition National Legal Drafting Competition, organised by The Erode College of Law. Centred on transgender justice, the competition recognised her legal draft among the top ten submissions received nationally. Her submission has also qualified for publication in the Sai Sindhu International Journal. This achievement reflects her commitment to legal research, analytical thinking, and effective legal drafting. The recognition highlights VMLS’s efforts to encourage student scholarship and engagement with contemporary issues of justice, equality, and human rights.

	issue #14 | AUGUST – SEPTEMBER 2026
	Student Achievement – Best Research Paper Award
	Vinayaka Mission’s Law School (VMLS) congratulates Cressida Leya Jocelyn, second-year B.Com. LL.B. (Hons.), and Samiksha Vidyarthi, second-year B.B.A. LL.B. (Hons.), on receiving the Best Research Paper award at the International Conference on “Media, Mental Health and Responsible Journalism: Promoting Ethical Communication for Psychological Well-Being”, organised by Saveetha School of Law. Their paper, “Media Law, Freedom of Expression and Responsible Communication: A Study of Online Defamation under Section 356 BNS,” examines online defamation, freedom of expression, and responsible communication in the digital environment. This recognition reflects their commitment to legal research and highlights VMLS’s efforts to foster scholarly engagement with contemporary legal issues.

	Masterclass on Understanding Mediation
	Vinayaka Mission’s Law School (VMLS) hosted Ms Chitra Narayan, lawyer, mediator, arbitrator, accredited mediator with TNMCC (Madras High Court), and Founding Partner of the Foundation for Comprehensive Dispute Resolution, Chennai, for a masterclass on “Understanding Mediation.” The session introduced students to practical approaches to conflict resolution through the Thomas-Kilmann Conflict Mode Instrument, principled negotiation, and an interactive walkthrough of the mediation process. The experiential learning activities helped students understand different conflict management styles and the role of communication in resolving disputes constructively. The masterclass strengthened students’ practical understanding of mediation as an essential alternative dispute resolution mechanism and its relevance to contemporary legal practice.

	Faculty Achievement – Research Prizes 2025
	Vinayaka Mission’s Law School (VMLS) congratulates Dr S. Gnana Sanga Mithra, Associate Dean – Research (Interdisciplinary), on receiving the Research Prizes – 2025, comprising a cash prize and a Certificate of Appreciation. She was recognised for having the highest number of indexed Q1 and Q2 publications as first author among female faculty across the 25 institutions of Vinayaka Mission’s Research Foundation (VMRF) during the calendar year 2025. The award was presented during University Research Day 2026 on 30 September 2026. This recognition celebrates her scholarly contributions and reflects VMLS’s commitment to strengthening interdisciplinary research and fostering a culture of academic excellence.

	Author’s Talk – Arbitration and Conciliation
	Vinayaka Mission’s Law School (VMLS) Library hosted an Author’s Talk featuring Adv. Navod Prasannan on his book, A Practitioner’s Casebook on the Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996. Moderated by Mr Siddharth Raja, Executive Dean, VMLS, and Prof. (Dr.) Hartej Singh, the session brought together students and faculty for an engaging discussion connecting legal theory with courtroom practice. The author shared practical insights into arbitration frameworks, procedural strategies, and the application of case law in real-world disputes. The interactive session enriched participants’ understanding of alternative dispute resolution and highlighted the importance of practitioner perspectives in legal education.
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	LEGAL MAXIM
	Res ipsa loquitur
	Res ipsa loquitur is a legal doctrine meaning "the thing speaks for itself." It allows a court to infer negligence based purely on the nature of an accident, even without direct proof of how it happened.
	Example
	A surgeon leaves a sponge inside a patient during surgery. Because sponges do not end up inside people without carelessness, the injury itself proves negligence.

	Legal Recognition
	• Origin: Established in the 1863 English case Byrne v. Boadle
	, where a barrel of flour fell from a warehouse window onto a pedestrian.
	• Global Status: Universally recognized in common law systems (including the US, UK, and India) as a standard rule of circumstantial evidence.

	Importance
	• Protects the Victim: It helps plaintiffs who cannot prove exactly what happened because they were unconscious (e.g., medical malpractice) or lacked access to the evidence.
	• Shifts the Burden: Once applied, the defendant must prove they were not negligent to avoid liability.
	• Enforces Accountability: It forces companies and professionals in exclusive control of dangerous items to maintain strict safety standards.
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